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THE United smtes must work to strengthen the smal, neutra;i
| party in divided Laos and avoid forceful intervention i unity an
. peace are ever to be achleved a visiting Brltish d:ptomat sajd |

the neutrals headed by Premier Prince Souvanna Phouma '

'cxn bring about lmegratlon of

" thé country’s three warring fac-

tions, sald Merwyn Brown, for-
mer first secretary and deputy
~head - of mission at the British
- embassy in - Vientiane, the Lao-

A han capltol
|3

Bmwn, en- route to Eng.and
“for home leave and duty in the
" British Foreign Oftfice, was in-
] the Scottsdale
-home of Mr. and Mrs. Halbert

Hoard where he was a house

- puest,

He stopped in Phoenlx to
“speak last night . to- the' local
. branch of the English Speaking
‘Union at' Phoenix* Country Club.

: Browa, who served three
, veats in Laos, was well acquain-

. ad with the Laotiap leaders, and
Lspent: a Jmpnth last.year as &

! captive. ‘of ‘the - pro-Communist

i Pathcl Lao troops.
Bathgt Lao, led |

U4
+faction headed by Deputy Pre- |
“mier Gen. Pholimi: Nqsavan are
s0 bitterly oppo%d ithat -they

i

could never work their dlffer-1
ences out.

But both of the powerful ex-
treme groups appear willing,

" Brown said, to work with the

inferior neutrals
banner of

numaerically
under Souvanna's
nationalism.

He said the neutral prince is
anti-Commmunist and basically ,
pro-Western in his thinking, but
remains angered at being a for- '
mer target for removal by the
U.S. Central Intelligence Agency
under Allen Dulles '

[P

Anv force or direct mmtary

“intervention by the West into the

country's problems might alien-

.ate Souvanna, Brown said, and ||’
* would add valuable grist:to the |k

Communist propagands mill.,
“The coalition, as rickety: a‘
it is, remains our only hope,™
Brown said. “Through it tbq!
 bring

real stability.”

“The situation is &

Refemng to economlcn
rown said Laos still imports
r? timas what it exports. In ad-
tion, he said, the government's °
nnual deficit is 90 per, m& of
Ilyhat it spends

Nuarly all -of the deticit he
aid, comes from supporting. the
gountry’s out-size military forc-
s, especially - the soooo-man
ight wing army. ’

With no direct American mili~
ary aid now in effect, Brown
nid, the government pays these

i|qorces - just by printing’ more

noney. Thus, the CLITenCy hés
been devalued by nearly 75 per
ent in the last year, , .

THE PRESENT: dlmcuwe&
Brown said, are malnly intern-
1, between the Pathet Laos 3

e neutrals. He said
unists have to take tﬁg\

'paganda logs because of jt.

e embarrasses . the . Comu--
!ﬁ!’ to be caught at i

He added, “Through t

o try more selfsum ent. ot ;

d have suffered a’ severs pro-

A few years 4g0." e wald,
“Russia’s ooopention wculd,
hava been enough .
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